THE specimnen shows part of a full-term male foetus. The mother was aged 39, and had had eleven healthy children previously. The child presented by the breech and was stillborn. It was not one of twins but was a single ovum, and there was no history of trauma during the pregnancy. The placenta was normal, but the child showed numerous abnormalities in the viscera. There was a hernia of small intestine extending 31 in. into the umbilical cord. The large intestine ended blindly in a fibrous cord which terminated behind the bladder, the anus and rectum being absent. The kidneys were fused into a single median organ bearing two large suprarenals. The right ureter was normal but the left was only represented by a fine fibrous thread. The bladder and urethra were normal. The left testis and vas were normal, the right testis was attached to the right iliac fossa by a peritoneal fold comparable to the broad ligament, but sections of the gland showed typical testicular structure. No trace of the right vas could be found. Double talipcs equinovarus was present. From the lower dorsal region a nerve ran down to the front of the thigh, which represented the anterior crural and great sciatic nerves. Microscopic sections of the thigh muscles show healthy muscular tissue to be present. The chief interest of the specimen is in the condition of the osseous system. The bones of the head, limbs, pelvic and shoulder girdles are normal. Although very irregular the vertebrae are represented down Ju-16
THE specimnen shows part of a full-term male foetus. The mother was aged 39, and had had eleven healthy children previously. The child presented by the breech and was stillborn. It was not one of twins but was a single ovum, and there was no history of trauma during the pregnancy. The placenta was normal, but the child showed numerous abnormalities in the viscera. There was a hernia of small intestine extending 31 in. into the umbilical cord. The large intestine ended blindly in a fibrous cord which terminated behind the bladder, the anus and rectum being absent. The kidneys were fused into a single median organ bearing two large suprarenals. The right ureter was normal but the left was only represented by a fine fibrous thread. The bladder and urethra were normal. The left testis and vas were normal, the right testis was attached to the right iliac fossa by a peritoneal fold comparable to the broad ligament, but sections of the gland showed typical testicular structure. No trace of the right vas could be found. Double talipcs equinovarus was present. From the lower dorsal region a nerve ran down to the front of the thigh, which represented the anterior crural and great sciatic nerves. Microscopic sections of the thigh muscles show healthy muscular tissue to be present. The chief interest of the specimen is in the condition of the osseous system. The bones of the head, limbs, pelvic and shoulder girdles are normal. Although very irregular the vertebrae are represented down Ju-16 to the twelfth dorsal, but below this there are only two cartilaginous nodules, the upper measuring 2 2 cm. wide by 1P5 cm. high, and the lower 1P3 cm. wide by 1P5 cm. high; the lower piece articulates with the left iliac bone, which is thickened in the region of the ilio-pectineal eminence to receive it. The right iliac bone is not connected with the vertebral column except by ligaments. The ilia are in contact with each other posteriorly. The lower lumbar and the whole of the sacral and coccygeal vertebrm are thus absent. The radiograph shows that the lower nodule is entirely cartilaginous, but the upper contains bone.
Skiagram showing termination of spinal column above level of iliac bones, the nodule which articulated with the left ilium being entirely cartilaginous. The shadow below and to the left is from the soft parts which had not been removed when the skiagram was taken.
The case is exceptional in that the child was a single one. Most previously recorded cases (e.g., Ballantyne, Luton, Wertheim, and Litzmann) have been in one of twins.
The PRESIDENT (Dr. MacnaughtQn-Jones), having remarked on the very rare character of the abnormality, said that there could be no doubt of the absence of the sacrum.
